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First Year Biology Course Rules and Syllabus

Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce the basic concepts of General Biology through lecture and laboratory practice. This course is designed to meet all Standards set for Biology by the State of California and San Francisco Unified School District. The course will prepare students for success in the State Required Science Exam as well as at University. Also, this course will help students to examine our relationship to every integral part of the environment surrounding us.

Required Materials:
· Scientific Notebook – (separate handout)
· Blank Papers

· Writing Instruments

· Text Book

· Dictionary ( English Language Learner)
· Calculator
Course Outline:
Fall Semester
· First Grading Period - Chemistry of Life, Molecules and Carbon
· Second Grading Period – Cell Structure and Function
· Third Grading Period- Cellular Energetics, Cell cycle and Cell Division
 Quizzes: Announced quizzes, daily questions, homework assignments – (due Friday) and Projects
Exams: Following each Unit and a comprehensive end of semester exam.
Spring Semester 
· First Grading Period – Heredity,  Genetics
· Second Grading Period – DNA to Protein, Biotechnology, 
· Third Grading Period – Evolution, Botany, Human Body Systems, Nutrition 
Quizzes, daily questions, homework assignments – (due Friday’s) and Cell Project.
Exams: following each Unit and a year end comprehensive final lab and project.
Rules and Policies

“You have the right to learn, and I have the right to teach”

Classroom Rules
In any classroom, rules and policies are created to provide the best and safest learning environment possible. In addition to following all rules in this school and the school district, Ms. Trusso’s rules are as follows:

1. Students are to show respect to the teacher and to their fellow students.

2. Students should support one another and work together as a team.

3. Students are to be on task; no unauthorized experiments or playing with equipment.

4. Students are responsible for their own actions at all times.

Safety and Behavior (Parents/Guardians must read and sign off)
X________________________________

This Biology course uses many dangerous pieces of equipment and chemicals if handled improperly.  Equipment in this laboratory is also very expensive. For your safety and the safety of others inappropriate behavior will be dealt with immediately and with harsh consequences. Inappropriate classroom behavior includes, but is not limited to the following:

1. Any unauthorized experiment or horseplay in class/lab (absolutely forbidden)

2. Abuse of classroom property, including equipment, lab materials, books, etc.

3. Excessive talking in class that disrupts or distracts from classroom operations (Constructive discussion of relevant science topics during class time in an orderly manner is welcome).

4. Disrespect shown toward the teacher, either verbally or physically ( this will result in an automatic referral out of the classroom)

5. Disruptive behavior towards others, such as paper throwing, name calling, cursing, picking on students, physical threats, etc.

Consequences (Parents/ guardians must read and sign off)
X_____________________________________________________
When an inappropriate behavior is observed, any one or more of the following actions will be taken:

1. Verbal Warning

2. Conference with student

3. Detention and call to parent/guardian

4. Immediate referral to the dean’s office, call to parent and parent-teacher conference.

Other Important Issues:

1. What to do if you are late Students are expected to be on time as signified by the bell. If you are late wait in hall until daily quiz is over and QUIETLY enter class. DO NOT interrupt class. Three tardys in one semester requires a guardian/parent-teacher conference. Habitual lateness will affect your grades.
2. There are no bathroom breaks – Don’t even ask.

3. Cheating on exams or copying work of other students or plagiarizing from books and the internet will result in a failing grade and a referral to the dean.

4. What Do you do if you have missed class?. Work missed due to excused absences can be made up for no penalty within two school days after returning to class. Work missed for unexcused absences (cuts) cannot be made up and will give you a zero for that assignment.
5. Stay in your seat – Do not get up to throw away garbage, sharpen pencils……..

6. There is NO FOOD allowed in class, water only.
7. I don’t want  to see a cell phone – one warning then we call your parents.

8. The information presented here is subject to change.

Grading Policies:
General Grading Procedures
Students need to keep track of their own grades – this includes all graded papers. Every 2-3 weeks class grades will be posted in the classroom in a designated area using personal ID numbers. Your grade will also be posted on the web using micrograde. This internet based grading system allows parents and students access to grades and assignments.
Grading Scale

A 100% to 90%
B 89% to 80%
C 79% to 70%
D 69% to 60%
F Below 60%

Assessments: Students will be assessed using the following.
Exams……………………………………………..



20% of the total grade
Quizzes………………





15%
Assignments (homework and class work)……………..
20%

Lab Reports/Research Projects……………………………
20%

Classroom participation………………………


5%

Daily Quiz……………………………………………………..


20%

Exams
Following each unit there will be an exam. The end of the semester exam will be cumulative for the semester. The end of the year exam will be cumulative for the entire year.

Homework Assignments/Assignments
Homework assignments are due at the beginning of class on the designated “due dates”. Each day that the assignment is late, there will be a 20% penalty subtracted from the total points earned. Example:
A 30 point assignment due on Wednesday is turned in on Friday.

Let’s say you would have received 24 out of 30 points. However since you turned the assignment in two days late you loose 20% each day (total 40%), for a total revised score of 14 points (60% of 24). Even if you would have earned a perfect score of 30 points, the highest number of points you could have earned on this assignment was 18 (30 points x 60%).

Please turn your homework assignments in on time.

Lab Reports/ Research Projects
Each grading period there will be one formal lab report due. Each Semester there will be one take home/work at home project.  There will be lab assessment throughout the semester.
Daily Questions
Starting every class will be a set of Daily Questions. These questions are a review of the previous day’s material as well attendance.  If you are late to class you will miss the daily questions and will not get credit (15%).
Notebook
There will be pop (unannounced)  lab notebook checks. You are expected to bring your science notebook to class every time class meets. Each check is worth 20 points and you will need to have all of your work and class notes in chronological order at the time of the pop check. There will be no make-up notebook check whether you have an excused absence or not.
Extra Credit

There are only two ways to earn extra credit:

1. Correctly answer the extra credit questions on exams

2. Participating in the extra credit activities offered throughout the semester.

Please do not ask me for an extra credit project at the end of the semester to boost your grades. Your effort for this course is evaluated continuously throughout the semester. You will not be given extra credit to pass this class based on one single project.

Tracking Your Grades
You are also responsible for keeping track of your assignments and grades using your assignment log (this should be in the front of your biology notebook). Proof is required when there is a discrepancy between your assignment log and my grade book.  Without proof (the assignment paper), the grades in my book will be final.
SPECIAL NOTE:

Please feel free to come and ask me questions anytime before, during, or after class. I want to know about your progress so I can help you. Please DO NOT wait until the last minute to ask questions. I can also schedule a meeting time if that is more convenient for you or your guardian/parent. As always, excuses are only excuses; they cannot get you out of responsibilities in life. If you have been successful using excuses to get you out of trouble in the past, do not expect that to work now in my classroom or later when you graduate to the “real world”.
I have read and understand the above policies and will follow them as a student in this class. I understand the consequences if I choose not to follow the rules and policies.

Student Name (please print)


Parent/Guardian Name (please print)

______________________


____________________________

Student Signature




Parent/Guardian Signature

_____________________


___________________________








Home Telephone








(       )








Work Telephone







(       )








Cell Phone








(        )








email








____________________________
Parent/Guardian Comments:

*Parent must write in his/her own words to show understanding of safety policies.

Student Comments:

· Student must write in his/her own words to show understanding of safety policies.
